
 

 

October 2, 2025 
2025-2026 Committee on Commencement 

 
Voting Members:  
Bill Gropp, National Center for Supercomputing Applications - Chair 
Joseph Hinchliffe, College of LAS, Department of Political Science  
Prasanta Kalita, College of ACES, Committee on Honorary Degrees Chair 
Juliana Paruolo, Undergraduate Student 
Troy Kowalski, Undergraduate Student 
Viktoriya Dragnevska, Graduate Student 
Anna Simon, Office of the Chancellor, Strategic Communications and Marketing Special Events 
 
Ex-Officio, Non-Voting Members:  
Zach Acton, Division of Intercollegiate Athletics  
Parker Arnholt, State Farm Center 
David Bambrey, Alumni Association 
Rian Jones, Memorial Stadium 
Ellen Marr, Office of the Registrar  
Ann Marie Morgan, Office of the Dean of Students/Student Affairs  
Alexis Thompson, Graduate College 
 
Dear Colleagues:  
 
I am pleased to invite you to serve on the 2025-2026 Committee on Commencement. Each year, this 
committee is appointed to advise our office on the planning and execution of the upcoming 
Commencement ceremony. The committee typically meets once per semester. 
 
The voting members of the Committee on Commencement include three faculty members (one of 
whom serves as the chair of the Committee on Honorary Degrees), two undergraduate students, one 
graduate student, and a member of my administrative staff. Non-voting, ex-officio members include 
representatives from the Graduate College, the Office of the Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs, 
State Farm Center, Memorial Stadium, the Registrar’s Office, and the Alumni Association. Ex-officio 
appointments are continuous, while voting members may change annually. 
 
I hope you will consider accepting this invitation to serve on the committee. Your input and 
participation would be greatly valued. Anna Simon, Senior Director of Special Events, will serve as 
my representative and will convene the first meeting later this semester. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Charles L. Isbell, Jr. 
Chancellor  


